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Care Letter for April 15, 2018
Scripture Reading: 1 John 3:1-7



THOUGHT:
Do what you can, with what you have,
where you are. –Theodore Roosevelt

Can you remember that first carrot seed you planted? Diligently you watered and watched it.
And when that orange vegetable popped through the ground, you proudly washed it and ate
the tastiest carrot ever! Or perhaps you planted your first seed in preschool. It was a smooth,
round bean, which you placed in a clear jar in such a way that you could watch it sprout. You
were amazed when it showed signs of life in just one or two days. But planting that first bulb
was another matter entirely. No smooth surface here. The bulb was a rather rough, craggy
and downright ugly thing. You planted it at least 6 inches in a deep dark hole in the cool days
of fall. It’s safe to say that planting that bulb was a clear act of faith, for who could believe
that weird-looking thing could bloom into a spectacular multi-colored tulip? Such is the story
of faith. In our darkest times, we must simply plod forward, doing our routine of faith
practices. We go to church if we can, or we attend the chapel service at the assisted-living
residences where we live. We sing hymns, and maintain our times of quiet prayer. We read
the Bible, and we think about what we read. In our days of doubt and confusion, we hang on
to someone else’s coattails of faith. We must nurture and care for what we have planted in
years gone by. And one day, perhaps when we least expect it, our faith rises and blooms
again like a bulb in springtime. —Melanie Silva
Prayer: Grant us, O God, the fortitude to believe in spring, especially during the winters of
our lives. Keep us mindful of Jesus, who knew how what it felt to suffer the loss of loved
ones through betrayal and death …and who triumphed over all. In his name. Amen.

We are praying for you and wishing you a good week!
Your friends at Gordon UMC

